City of Modesto

2012 - 2014 Poet Laureate

Application and Nomination Form

Entries Due By
Friday, March 9, 2012

“Poetry is language at its most distilled and most powerful.”

—Rita Frances Dove
United States Poet Laureate (1993 — 1995)

City of Modesto =~
Parks, Recreation
CITY of MODESTO a;gNelghborhoods



In 1993, the Culture Commission and Modesto City Council established a
non-salaried honorary position known as the Poet Laureate
of the City of Modesto for the purpose of presenting
original poems at various official occasions.

Qualifications and Guidelines

Please see attached City Council Policy No. 6.020.

This position is open only to residents

of Stanislaus County.

Name

Address

Published Works (List by Title and Date)




Literary Organizations of which you are a member

Awards and Recognition you have won

Brief Biographical Sketch

Please attach additional pages if needed.



ENTRY FORMS

Please mail or deliver this form, along with three (3) original poems to:
City of Modesto
Parks, Recreation and Neighborhoods Department
Culture Commission
c/o 2012 Poet Laureate Selection Committee
P.O. Box 642
Modesto, CA 95353
Delivery Address: 1010 Tenth Street, Suite 4400
or
McHenry Museum
Culture Commission
c/o 2012 Poet Laureate Selection Committee
1402 | Street, Modesto, CA 95354

If you have any questions, please call (209) 577-5235 or
e-mail elacoste@modestogov.com

DEADLINE

Friday, March 9, 2012 at 4 p.m.
(Hand delivered or postmarked by March 9, 2012)

WINNER

It is anticipated that the City Council will appoint the new Poet
Laureate for the City of Modesto at a meeting in June 2012. The
selected Poet Laureate’s term (2012-2014) will commence on

July 1, 2012.
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Bubject poer LAREATE OF THE CITY OF NODESTD

Purpose:

It is the desire of the Cutture Commission dnd Modesto City Council to
establish a non-salaried honorary pos¢t:on known as the Poet Laureate of the

City cf Modesto for the purpese of pre nﬁing original poems at various official
occasions, .

Policy

1t is the desire of the Culture Commission and the Modesto City Council
to establish a non-salaried position to be known as The Poet laureate of the
City of Modesto, and that this pesition, whils largely honorary, would carry
with it certain expectations and obligations.

I. - Qualifications

R. Those nominated for this position should have reputations
within the community as creators and lovers of poetry.

B. Those nominated For this position should have some pubijc
speaking ability.

€, Thoss nominatad for this position should be published authors.
IT.  Terms of 0ffice

A. The normal tarm of. effice shall be for two years, commencwwg on
the first day of July.

B. An individual may serve no more than four consscutive years,
ITI. Nomination/Selection Procedure
R, At Teast three monihs pr1or to the ending of a term, the
: Culture Commission shall announce the vacancy, and oerTare
itself upen for nominations. ;

B. NomStat s may come from any citizen of the City of Modesto.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY
Res. 93-412, f]B/“d, amended hy Rasz. 84-215, 4/26/%4




Iv.

i

Nominations will be received by the Department of Parks and
Recreation. < ¥

- An applicatfon/Nomination Form is attached to this document

for use by those wishing to apply or teo neminate somsone’ else
for ‘the position.

- The Poet Laureate SeTaction Committee (a sub-committee

established by the Modesto Culture Commission] will review and
screen the nominations, selecting two for further consideration
by the Culture Commission.

. The Culture Commission wi]l-make the final rescommendation to

the Modesto City Council.

F,_The City Council will formally appoint an individual to the
poesition. g : _

€. The Mayor will notify the selected poet by way of a letter of
congratulations; . _

Continuity

A. The Poets Laureaie Selection Committes will maintain a list of
all eligible nominated poets, and review this entire 1ist evary
two years {or more frequently, if nacessary} befere making
subsequent selections.

B. Persons whe have published new works, received additional
awards, or feel that in other ways their Applications should be
updated are encouraged to do so at any time,

C. Poems created by the Poet Laureate while acfing in a formal
capacity will be preserved in a book by the Poets’ Corner
Committee as part of their collection on the Puets’ Boskshelf
at the McHenry Museum.

_ Expectations
K. The Poet Laureate will be expetted to present a poem written

especially for the event at a variety of Special Occasions
involving the City of Modesto. These include, but not be
Timited to, such activities as: )

I. Instailation of new City Council members, or new Mayor.
2. Sister City receptions

3. Dedications of new city buildings

4. Openings of various cuitural events

5. Civic and community functions directly invelving city
government, as invited :

6. Other events and occasions befitiing the Poet Laureate’s
position



- The Poet laoreate will be expected to present an original poem.

which will be inciuded in each Anthology of the Poots’ Corner
Contest, beginning in 1994.

. The Péet Laureate will be expected at all times to be an

ambassador for the literary arts to the community,



	2012 Application -City's Poet Laureate
	Page0001
	Page0002
	Page0003

